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Stabilizing effect and mechanism of potassium humate

on cadmium in red soil
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Abstract: A pot experiment was set up on using southern red soils of varying pH levels to cultivate upland rice with
potassium humate as a passivator at fiveapplication rates(0.0%, 0.2%, 0.4%, 0.6%, 0.8%). Soil solution samplers were
collected in situ using a soil solution sampler combined with sequential extraction methods, to study cadmium(Cd) speciation
changes in both soil and soil solution. This approach was used to explore the stabilization effects and mechanisms of
potassium humate on Cd-contaminated red soils with varying acidities. The results showed that after the application of

potassium humate, the pH, soil organic matter mass fraction, and dissolved organic carbon mass concentration in the soil
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solution increased to varying degrees in both acidified and non-acidified soils, with the increase being proportional to the
application rate. Compared with the control, after adding 0.8% potassium humate the exchangeable Cd molalities in
acidified and non-acidified soils decreased by 30% and 20%, respectively; the carbonate-bound Cd molalities decreased
by 21% in acidified soil but increased by 3% in non-acidified soil; the Fe-Mn oxide-bound Cd molalities increased by
14% and 39%, respectively; the organic-bound Cd molalities increased by 26% and 320%, respectively; the Cd**
concentrations in the soil solution decreased by 89% and 95%, respectively; the proportion of Cd-OM increased by 33-
and 48-percentage points, respectively; while the Cd content in rice grains decreased by 39% and 35%, respectively.
These findings indicated that the addition of potassium humate increased the pH and organic matter mass fractions in
both soil and soil solution, promoting the transformation of exchangeable Cd and carbonate-bound Cd into more stable
Fe-Mn oxide-bound and organic-bound fractions, and also facilitated the formation of organic-bound Cd in the soil
solution and the conversion of soil solution Cd into stable forms such as organic-bound Cd, thereby reducing the

concentration of toxic Cd in the soil solution and ultimately decreasing Cd accumulation in rice grains. Additionally, the

strong acid-neutralizing capacity of potassium humate made better efficacy in low-pH soils.

Keywords: potassium humate; red soil; upland rice; soil solution; cadmium pollution; cadmium species
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Table 1 The mass fractions of water-soluble humic acids(HAs)

and inorganic components in potassium humate %
HAs NaZO MgO A1203 SIOZ P205
70 13.233 1.410 28.506 24.088 0.285
SO3 Cl Kzo CaO TlOz F6203
2.321 0.272 10.223 7.675 3.440  8.700
CuO Zn0O SrO 710, BaO PbO
0.045 0.048 0.504 0.122 0.055 0.052
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Fig.1 The pH of soil and soil solution treated with potassium humate
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Fig.2 The mass fraction of organic matter in soil and the mass concentration in soil solution treated with potassium humate
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Table 2 The mass concentrations of nutrients in soil solution treated with potassium humate

iz Vgiﬁﬁﬁﬁi FURHE /(mg L)
B/ % N P K Ca Mg

PNz 0.0 225a 0.06 0.6b 46 24be
0.2 1.24 ab 0.06 12a 6.0 3.5ab
0.4 0.78 b 0.06 1.3a 8.5 44a
0.6 0.98b 0.05 15a 5.1 12¢
0.8 047b 0.05 17a 6.5 22be

Ak 0.0 137A 0.16 B 14C 399B 178 B
0.2 157A 0.20 B 47B 67.1 A 33.8A
0.4 134A 0.28 A 48 AB 31A 33.6 A
0.6 130 AB 0.21 AB 6.1B 553 AB 23.9 AB
0.8 0.95B 0.26 A 7T4A 703 A 30.1A

T WA TR BRAsRTRAL T AN R R RR I e b BRIR) ()22 57 A e T2 78 (P<0.05).
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Fig.3 The molalities of various cadmium species in soil treated with potassium humate
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Table 3 The concentrations of different cadmium species in the soil solution treated with potassium humate

Jhs J‘%ﬁﬁ@;{%ﬁi WP/ (umol- L)
A% Cd-Total cd* Cd-SO,  Cd-OH Cd-OM  Cd-HPO,  Cd-NO; Cd-Cl

Ktk 0.0 0310a 0.186a 0.101a  1.50E-11c¢ 0.022b  154E-05b 321E-05a 246E-04a
0.2 0.291 a 0.166 a 0.088a  1.82E-08b  0.028ab  8.00E-05a 3.60E-05a 2.68E-04a
0.4 0.233a 0.132a 0.045ab 5.53E-08ab  0.056a  1.36E-05b 1.95E-05a 2.87E-04a
0.6 0.096b  0052b  0.025b 120E-07a  0.018b  4.84E-05ab 2.79E-06b 1.44E-04a
0.8 0.029b  0.010b  0.003c 993E-08a  0.0l16b  629E-06b 631E-07c 1.87E-05b

(i 0.0 2.065 A 1.527A  0368A 207E-10A  0.169B  449E-05A 1.68E-05AB 6.98E-04 BC
0.2 2023AB  1364AB 0438A 20l1E-10A  0220B  349E-05A 1.05E-04 AB 1.02E-03 B
0.4 1770B 1.036B 0466 A 275E-10A  0267AB 1.21E-05AB 3.40E-04A 1.85E-04C
0.6 1.II3C  0445C  0309AB 1.57E-10A  0349A  5.03E-06B 2.62E-04A 9.44E-03 A
0.8 0491D  0.171C  0.117B 738E-15B  0202B  125E-09C 8.15E-05B 2.26E-07D

e RS TR BRACSORBRAL T AR TR R FR A b BR] (4 22 S A e 24 L (P<0.05).
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Fig.4 The biomass of upland rice and the mass fraction of cadmium in rice grains treated with potassium humate
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Table 4 The correlation coefficients between cadmium mass fraction in rice grains and cadmium speciation, pH, DOC in soil solution

and soil organic matter
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